OF THE 


Affairs of FRANCE: 
_ Purg’d from the Errors and Partiality of New/-Writers 
and Petty-State/men, of all Sides. 


Cuelday, May 30. 1704. 


N purfuing this Article of the French 

@  Greatnefs, our next Head relates to 
their Defenfive Strength, and this, 

as I take it, inclades the Fortifications on 
their Frontiers, their vaft and incredible 
Magazines, and the ftrength of their Coafts. 
I thinkI may touch at thefe without the 


‘Reader expeGing the Geographical Defcri- 


ption of the Country. 

Nor is it needful I fhould Delineat the 
Fortifications of every Town, and tell you 
how many Baftions, Gates, Guns, €&c. Eve- 


‘ry Fortification contains; the Oftogons, 


Pentagons , Hexagons, that have Lines, 
Curtains, Tenails, Redouts, Horn Works, 
and all sap ag <-nigle hard Names, are 
no part of the Defign. 

Sar ‘Ingineers will be better able to do 
that, when they come to take them, which 
I could wifh they would begin, becaufe I 
forefee “twill be a tediows piece of Work 
for them. 

For this Reafon, I cannot but extreamly 
approve of the Meafures concerted abroad, 
as to the Operation of the Prefent Cam- 
paign ; and tho’ I defign no Panegyricks, 
the Duke of Atartborough, if the Defign was 
bis, has fhown himfelf as great-a General, 
as the Englifh could defire to fee at the 
head of their Armies. 


== 


I could never fee the Jeff, ar indeed the 
Earneft, of keeping fuch vaft Armies of 
Men in Flanders, to play at Boepeep, and 
dodge one another a whole Campaign, and 
hardly come to any Aétion while which fide 
foever pleafe, but to venture Aéting on 
the Defenfiye, may {pare 40000 Men for 
another Defign. 

This the indeed French Taught us, for 
we learn too much from them, J fay toe 
much, becaufe we can learn nothing from 
them, but what we feel the Effes of firft, 
and fo learn it by our own dear-bought 
Experience. They taught us laft Year, 
that with about g0000 Men, and the bilp 
of their Lines, on the Defenfive, they coud 
keep the Confederates with above 80006 
from Attempting any Fatal Enterprize, and 
they found that they could better part 
with 2 or 3 Towns in Flanders, which they 
might eafily Recover at the beginning or 
end of a Campaign, than they could be 
without the Service 30 or 40000 Men 
would do them in another Place. 

By this means they rept the whole Con- 
fedcrateArmy knocking their Heads againft 
the Stone Walls of Liege and Limburgh, and 
fpending-a Month for wane of Baggage: 
horfes 'to-bring up the Artillery, while the 
Marefhalclerdcarried all before him on the 

Bb Rhine, 


r hater ee Shes 
et “hl 


 Khine, Ravag’d the Lower Alface; took 
Fort Kbiel, Brifac and Landau, and not a 
Body of an Army at hand ; no, not enough 
to keep the French Parties from raifing Con- 
tyjbutions. : 

At this price the Confederates bought 
the Experience, on which they found the 
Meafures of the Prefeat Campaign. 

If 1 thould fer down a Lift of the Loffes 
which the Imperialifts had in all Probabili- 
ty prevented, had thefe Meafures been O- 
ripinaily their own; it would fwell to a 
large Account. . . 

Tis eaty to lofe,.and hard to regain 
Towns and Countries on a Miftake in War, 
and the Duke of Atariborough mutt have 
more Succefs, than in modefly any Man 
can pretend to with for him; it he fhould 
recover in two Summers, what the Error 
of the laft Years Meafures loft in one. 

Flanders, which till now, was the Bar- 
rier of Eagla:4 and Holland, is the Prodigy 
oftheWorld for ftrong Towns, whether we 
confider how thick they ftand, how ftrong 
they are, or.in whata Country Situated : 
Tis a whole Country drefs’d up inArmour ; 
there is not a Town of any Confegquence 
in it, but in Regularity Fortified, and fome 
in fuch an invincible manner, that ’cis hard 
to describe. Bruges, Bruffels, Ghent, and 
Lovain, are reckoned among the Weak 
Places ; and they are only fo from their vaft 
extent,Wealth and number of Inhabitants 5 
and I think I may be allow’d to fay, That 
befides thefe, there is not a Town of any 
Note, but what is able to hold out a for- 
mal Siege, and cannot.be taken without 
ite 

There is no need of ranfacking Hiftory 
for the old Famous Sifges of Offend, Mons, 
Breda, &c. The firft of which was Befieg’d 
by: the Spaniards, with an Army of 60000 
Men ; and whereas the.Arch-Dutchefs, //a- 
bella of Auftria, {wore fhe would not fhift 
her Smack, till fhe had taken the Town: 
She either. obtain’d a Difpenfation for her 
Oath, or-made fhift with foul Linnen, for 
the ‘Town held out 3 Years, 3 Months, 3 
Weeks, and .3 Days, and then was only 
Surrendered;, becaufe the Dutsh found the 
Charge-of maintaining -it, more than the 
Town-was-worth 3 in this Siege the Spa 
-niards loft 66875 Men; andthe Defendants 
above 25000. 


took — 


burg, and at laft 
ftimonies to this 

As this Count 
the Dutch, fo.t 
French from tin have 
and which they call Je‘rass Conguif 
the Barrier ro cheir own Country 3 
this was equally Fortify’d, fo the 
have added fo much to thofe Works tHat 
has hitberco rendered that Country Im- 

enetrable by the Confederates, a 

Thefe Towns beginning as but Exclufive. 
of Dunkick, of which. we thall fyeak bYaE 2s 
felf, are-Jpres, Tourmay, Courtray, Liffey — 
Conde Valenciennes, Cambray, Maubsege, Phi- 
lipvil, Charlemont, Mezizres, and leveral 
others. Thefe make a Line from the Sea 
to the Meu/é, and up thar Stream to the 
edge of Lorrain. 

The Spanifh Towns, which at the end 
of the laft Peace, fiood as a Erontiera- 
gainft thefe, and were they as well De- 
fended, rather exceeded them in Strength, 
were Nemport, Oudenard, Ath, Atons, 
Charleroy, Namure, and Luxemburgh. 

Now the Scene of the War is chang’d, 
and.all thefe Tewns are French, with the 
Addition of Offend , Axtwerp, all the 
Forts on the Sibeld and about Slmice, and 
Di:ant. 

The Dutch. indeed in this laf War, 
have in the fpace of three Campaigns, 
taken from them all the lower Gueldree 
land, with Leige, Huy, Limbourgb and 
Bonne; the Situation of the.places, and 
fuperiority of. the Confederate Forces 
making the Frencb unable to Relieve them, 
but this brings us to the Cafe in hand ; 
Their fuperiority of Forces has been occa 
fion’d by the. French policy, who found it 
their Intere% to A&-defenfively in Flan- 
ders, and let the Dutch Army be fuperi 
or, and take a few Towns, that. at the 
fame time they might be Superiour, ia 
Germany 5 and while the Dutcb bufied 
themfelves before fmalk and inconfidera- 
rable Towns, comparatively fpeaking, they | 
over-run the Empire; and for every Towa 
the Dutch took here, they-took a Province 


there, 
Now. 


ay eo 
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_ Now if the Confederates were always 


to be fuperiour in Flanders by above 30coo 


_ Men, and confequently Mafters of the 


Field; Ileave it to any Man who under- 


 flands the Nature of the. thing, whether 


in 20 Campaigns all the Towns in the Low 
Countries ,and on the French Frontiers 
could be reduced by Sieges, not at all, con- 
fidering how many brave Lives muft be 
facrifie’d in Attacks, and let the fame con- 
fidering Perfon calculate what Ravages in 
Germiny, italy, and Hungary, the French 
fbould have the Liberty to make by the 
fame: Superiority of Forces on-the Rhime 
and the Danube; and let ’em tell me, how 


aad ist 


much of the Empire may be left in fuch a 
20 Years Superiority. 

The Nature of the thing therefore has 
now tran{pos’d the War from Flanders to 
the Upper Rhine; And_as the Dutch have 
fpar’d 40 Thoufand Men, and the King 
of Prxffiz 20000 which us’d in the former 
Wars to ferve in the Low Countries ; thefe 
march for Germany, and the States have 
the Pleafure to fee the War remov’d from 
their own Doors into the Heart of the 
Empire, 

The next Barrier the French have, is on 
the Mojfelle, and the Side of Lorrain, which 
our sext Paper fhall de‘cribe. 


A pvviceE fromthe Scandalous Ci up. 


HE Society had lay’d by the Corre- 
| &ion of News-papers for a time, asa 
Burthen too conftant and intollerable, and 
was applying themfelves to encounter more 
Capital Offenders; but the Importunity 
of fach Gentlemen as are daily offended 
with the Blunders and Errors of thefe Sons 
of Incorrigible, calls them: back again to 
this Work. 

Atfo the Society had daid afide- the Vin- 
dication of themfelves, as a thing fuffici- 
ently anfwer’d and fett!'d before ; 

But we have receiv’d Two Friendly Let- 
ters from an Ingenious Hand, who as he 
fays, defires for the Satisfa&tion of feveral 
Gentlemen, That-we would explain our 
Title SCANDALOUS CLUB. 

We had the like Exceptions againft our 
Mercure Scandale, which we firft Authen- 
tickly juftifyed and then laid down, and the 
very fame Arguments are.as good in this, 


tbatit may be taken as a proper. Name,’ p 


which we have fufficient Authority from the 
Praétice of all Writers to juftifie, as in the 
Cafe of: Smeftymnuus, Mack Fleckno, and o- 
thers, and in this Cafe are not bound up to 
the Literal and “Crammatical Signification 
of the Teérm.. } 
But becaufé thefe Objeétors are witty 
upon -us, pray, Gentlemen, fuppofe we 
affaume the: Title-of Scandalous from the Ae 
nalogy; the things we enquire after, bears 
with the Word, the Co-herence~ does not 


feem to be broken ¢. for we have been (0 ci 
vil to you. not to meddle but where the 
Cafe has been very Scandalous. - a. 

And “at laft, if you will have it be a 
Scandalous Employment to rake in the Ex- 
crements of Vulgar Behaviour, and be al- 
ways daub’d and fully’d withthe Dirt of 
your Crimes, as the Night-manthat ftinks 
of the Vaultsheemptyes; yet if tlie fame 
tiefulefs be due to our Title, .we arecon- 
tent Gentlemen, to be-call’d Scandalous-or 
any thing elfe, pour Vous.Rend” Service. and 
fo-much for our Title. ? 

The fame Gentleman who demandedouc 
Defence as above, was pleas’d to oblige us 
with his Remarks on our late News: papets, 
which are fo juft, and fo much to the Pur- 
pofe; that 1 cannot but give the World the 
Letter exaétly as it was fents:and.I.am 
more than pleas’d to have the Honour. of 


-our Defign not only vindicated:andsap- 


rov’d by Men of Sence and Letters, but 
to be afifted in Remarks-on the publick 
Authors of Nonfenfe, by Gentlemen -who 
arenot afham’d to ftand the worf of the 
Replyers Indignation.. .And fo Gentlemen 
News.writers, if 1 am-not-qualified for-e 
Cen for, here are other Gentlemen that are. 

The Originals of thefe-and-other Eet- 
tersof this Nature, -are left with the Prin- 
ter of this Paper, for any Perfor to perufe 
tirat doubts the Truth of them. 


Gente’ 
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Gentlemen of the Ciub, ne 
_J Aving obferv’d fo many fee in the 
{Ul lae pear Sy ree ee re 
rs, by you formerly expose; 
Pefum’d meet you. with them, ‘ih order 
+0 bring the Authors to Examination. 
Daily Courant, N° 657. : 
¢ His Holinefs, froma Gallery, gave his 
¢ Benedidtion to a great Crowd of. People, 
$ mone which was the Queen Dowager of 
* Poland. 
Qu. Mf me mult take for granstd, the [aid 
Queen was one of the Mob? 
Po8- Boy, N* 1409, Drefden, &e. 
*{t being fear’d the Swedes. may come 
* and invade his Ele€torate, fo foon as they 


* thall ficmly fettte the Divifions and Trou 
“ples of Pofint of 
Qu. If Divilions and Troubles are to be & 


Glow d 2 Settlement? 


Flying-Po@, ‘N° 1419. Parise 
*Our Teoops’ found prodigious ftrong 


“*Bntrenchments made in the Avenues, . 


* wich a great many Carmon, but of Wood, 
‘whith our Troops burnt and broke. 
Pra, Gentlenien, does our Aurbor mean 
Woodden Cannon’? 


Gentlemen, Your Anfwer is defir’d, to 6 
Letter fent ta you 4 Week fince, abaut the Ti- 
sle you call your felves by, viz. 
par: Cinb; to fatisfe fevetal Gentlemen, 


7o4- 

To the Gentlemen who defire this Paper 
dicnld ba Brineed vhrer eines a Weck, the 
Author gives this Anfwer. 

He thanks the Gentlemen for their Ap- 
probation of his Work, and js very willing 
eaoblige'them; but ashe aflures them a- 

in, be has .all along, wrore it withoat 
froficor any manutr of Gala whatfvever 5 
% Relssocuble to [pare fe much more of 


‘his time n Scadies.as (och 
doling WOU oolige’bim P.. 


Tovertifemncest are taken dirty fh. Matthews 
A ia Pillegrem-Cors im Lisshe Britain, 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
Next Term will be publith’d, 
“ife Famous Difpenfary Poem, continu- 
ed go this Time; with a large Com- 


The Scanda-  sugftini 


Bearer. ; 


-; if it be in 
Payment, you are defired to ftop it and give 


Notice to Mr. Thomas at the 
and you shall receive Five Founds Reward. 
A Difcourte wponthe Pherifee and the Pab- 
lican: Wherein SeveralGreat and Weigh- 
the Nature 


with the’ Way and 
’s Free-Grace in Pardonin 


Bible ty 
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Theolegix, 3 ' ore Lexicon 
1652 Breage ae TRi¢a:- 
Hippoer. 19 Tom. tt i 
3 Veh. tral ae ee 


as Me stews, h 
 & ByT 4 ba Generals! i » Bait, 8 ol. Pere 
befi Opere 2Vol, ‘Cinbasthi Thealegin Chins 


19 * 
FSpeedily will be publifh’ 
CAJentres Cont V hope cot) Telling wh 
will come of it. Part-I, In Anfwer to 
the Oscafional Ketter: Namb.1. Wherdin 
the New Affochitions, &c, are confidered 


may 
have Advic tet hi 

her Diftafe be ok chet apes ‘s tae he: 
wift eee fis Advice in all Difeates, and 


MDCCIy. 


